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Safety and Health Conference 2015 



The Office of the State Fire Marshal is dedicated to protecting 
the lives and property of the citizens of Kansas from the 
hazards of fire, explosion and hazardous materials. Our aim is 
to reduce the deaths, injuries, and property losses of Kansans 
through: 
• Inspection 
• Enforcement 
• Regulation 
• Investigation 
• Hazardous material incident mitigation 
• Public education 



Kansas Statute gives us 
authority under Kansas Fire 
Prevention Code  
and Boiler Statutes at  
 
www.firemarshal.ks.gov 
 
 

http://www.firemarshal.ks.gov/


• Came to us from Kansas Dept. of Labor in 2014 

• Inspect approx. 6,000 units a year 

• Work in connection with OSFM inspectors 





   OSFM Fire Inspectors  
+ Boiler Inspectors 
 
= Safe Buildings 
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Month 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Jan 1 2 1 1 6 

Feb 3 6 4 4 5 

Mar 2 2 1 1 

Apr 1 2 1 2 

May 1 1 2 3 4 

Jun 1 1 2 3 

Jul 4 3 1 

Aug 2 2 1 1 3 

Sep 2 5 1 1 

Oct 2 4 3 

Nov 3 3 1 6 5 

Dec 4 4 2 4 4 



Primary Ignition Factor 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Automatic control failure 1 1 
Electrical failure, malfunction, 

other 1 1 1 1 

Failure to clean 1 

Flammable liquid or gas spilled 1 
Heat source too close to 

combustibles. 1 

Leak or break 1 2 1 
Mechanical failure, malfunction, 

other 2 1 3 
Misuse of material or product, 

other 1 
None- no equip or person 

responsible 1 3 3 3 4 

Other factor contributed to ignition 1 1 

Unspecified short-circuit arc 1 1 

Worn out 1 

Unknown primary ignition factor 20 20 15 16 24 



Year Fires Total Loss 

2010 25 $6,340 

2011 26 $116,650 

2012 21 $4,500 

2013 24 $9,900 

2014 38 $129,915 

Grand Total 134 $267,305 



• Combustible materials 
• Sprinkler heads unobstructed 
• Visible exit signs 
• Unobstructed path of egress 
• Blocked exits 
• Penetrations in walls/ceilings 
• Emergency lighting 
• Fire doors not being blocked or wedged 
• Spontaneous ignition sources 
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References 
 

• State of Kansas Boiler Safety Act 

• ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code 

• K.S.A 44-913  

• International Fire/Building Code 2006 



• Handles Missing 
• Fuel supply system at a safe 
point of discharge 

• Manual shut off valves 
• Set pressure too high 
 















www.firemarshal.ks.gov 



  

Mende Barnett 
800 SW Jackson, Suite 104 

Topeka KS 66612 
       785     296    3401 

mende.barnett@ksfm.ks.gov 

QUESTIONS? 


